
Information for Parents 

 

Learning Letter sounds 

During reception, 42 main sounds are taught, not just the alphabet sounds. For 

each sound there is an action which helps your child remember the sound each 

letter makes. 

The letters and sounds are not introduced in alphabetical order.  The first 

group s, a, t, i, p, n, are taught so that the children can begin to learn blending 

the sounds together to make simple words.  We will be learning these sounds 

and will be using them to make a variety of words; it, in, at, an, pan, pat, sit, etc. 

Blending 

Blending is the process of saying the sounds in a word and then running them 

together to make the word e.g. c-a-t is cat.  To start with, you should sound out 

the word and see if your child can hear it. The sounds may need to be said 

quickly to hear the word, sometimes the first sound is said louder e.g. b-u-s. 

We often play games like I-Spy ‘sound taking’ words e.g. 

• I can see a d-o-g, 

• T-a-p your b-a-ck, 

• Can you put on your c-oa-t 

• Can you h-o-p. 

 

Segmenting i.e. identifying sounds in words 

The reverse process is that children segment whole words into sounds. To 

encourage your child to be able to write independently they will need to be able 

to hear the sounds in words and write the letters for those sounds.  This is 

encouraged in school as soon as they develop knowledge of letters/sounds. 
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Letter Formation 

It is very important that your child holds a pencil correctly.  If they have an 

ineffective pencil grip, it makes writing and forming letters correctly very 

difficult.  Many of the letters have a joining tail at the end to make it easier to 

transfer into joined up writing.  We call this a ‘flick’, e.g. i, l, a, m.  We 

concentrate on teaching the formation of lower case letters and match them to 

their capital partners later in the year.  As we learn each letter sound we also 

learn how to write that letter using the correct sequence of movements.   

 

Tricky Words 

Some words cannot be sounded out or spelt correctly by listening for the 

sounds in them e.g. ‘like’, ‘the’.  These are called ‘Tricky words’ and have to be 

learnt by sight.   

 

Finally 

This all sounds a great deal of work, but it goes in stages and is spread over a 

considerable period of time.  Little and often is best.  Your child may be tired 

after school but don’t worry.  It is better to leave it than push too hard.  There 

is no doubt that the effort on your part, at this stage, is well worth it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Bags 

Your child has just brought home their 

book bag for the first time. We hope 

you find the following information useful 

as you work with them at home. 

• In the bag you will find a reading book and a reading record. 

• In the coming weeks, your child will also be given a tricky word envelope. 

• Please date and initial the reading record when your child has read at 

home, making any comments you feel are necessary. 

• In the back of the reading record is an envelope into which ‘tricky words’ 

will be added once we start learning them in class.  These are for your 

child to learn by sight and not to sound out.  We would be grateful if you 

could write your child’s initials on the reverse of each word.  This will 

enable them to be returned if they fall out in the classroom or become 

lodged in a book. 

• Please place any words your child can read in the Wise Owl envelope, 

keeping those still to learn in the back of the reading record. 

• When your child brings home a reading scheme book, the first few will 

have no words.  These are for your child to tell you the story from the 

pictures.  Please encourage their use of language as you talk about the 

pictures together. 

• Your child will then move on to books which contain some ‘CVC’ words (cat, 

mop, etc).  These are words which can be sounded out and will be matched 

to your child’s phonic/reading ability.  Please encourage your child to talk 

about the pictures before reading the text as this will help your child to 

decode any unfamiliar words within the text. 

• Please don’t feel that your child has to read all the book in one night, 

reading only a couple of pages will be enough, as little and often is best. 

Please ensure that your child brings their book bag to school every day, even if 

they have not read their book.   

Thank you for your help. If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to ask. 
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