


Statement of intent 

At Belmont Primary School we aim to provide children with a literacy-rich environment, high quality texts 

and inspiring learning opportunities. We believe that reading is an essential life-long skill and we are  

committed to enabling our children to become proficient readers. We recognise the importance of taking a 

consistent whole school approach to the teaching of reading in order to close any gaps and to target the 

highest possible number of children attaining the expected standard or higher. We realise the impact that 

reading well has upon life outcomes as well as improving mental health. Therefore, we have high         

expectations of all children and encourage children to challenge themselves, persevere and pursue    

success in reading which will help them to:  

• Gain a life-long enjoyment of reading and books 

• Read accurately, fluently and with understanding 

• Apply a knowledge of structured synthetic phonics (SSP) in order to decode unfamiliar words 

with increasing accuracy and speed; through daily phonics lessons using our school developed 

SSP based around letters and sounds to help your child read at school (’Little Wandle is our chosen 

scheme which has been implemented across Early Years and Key Stage 1) 

• Be able to read with expression, clarity and confidence 

• Develop a good linguistic knowledge of vocabulary and grammar by seeing it in practise 

• Read and respond to a wide range of different genres of texts 

• Develop a deeper level of emotional intelligence and empathy 

• Read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 

Statement of intent in relation to how we view the importance of reading and its promotion 

through the school 

 Through the delivery of our reading curriculum, we ensure a consistent and robust teaching and    

learning of early reading and phonics in Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and KS1, so that pupils 

are able to read with increased speed and fluency and access the wider curriculum. We follow Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds.  

Little Wandle Letter and Sounds 

Little Wandle, our chosen programme, helps to enable       

children to learn letter sounds progressively and blend them 

into words.  

From 2022/23 we fully converted to following Little Wandle as 

the SSP for children in Reception and Year 1 with children in 

Year 2 and KS2 receiving further support as necessary.    

Children accessing the scheme read three times a week with an adult in school. After completing three 

reading sessions in school, the children take home the book they have been reading in school to      

consolidate fluency  

Children are provided with books that match and support their phonics development and ability.  All   

pupils have opportunities to develop their reading skills frequently and are encouraged to read regularly 

at home with an adult.  We provide a text rich environment, in order to encourage a positive culture of 

reading throughout all classes and promote reading for pleasure.  Children accessing the scheme are 

provided with a book for pleasure each week to read alongside an adult at home. This  encourages a 

love of reading.  

Children enjoy listening to challenging texts through story-time. Through high quality teaching and  

learning experiences we will  develop  children’s skills and competence so that they are fluent readers 

who can read to learn.  Whole class shared reading is used throughout the school to enable all children 

to share high quality texts and  develop skills in reading comprehension and fluency. Reading skills are 

continually developed through the wider curriculum. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/


Why Phonics? 

Research suggests that when phonics is taught in a structured way – starting with the easiest sounds and 

progressing through to the most complex – it is the most effective way of teaching young children to read. 

It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7 but also for children who have challenges and barriers 

when it comes to reading. 

Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills they need to tackle new 

words. They can then go on to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, and to read for enjoyment. 

Children who have been taught phonics also tend to read more accurately than those taught using other 

methods, such as ‘look and say’. This includes children who find learning to read difficult, for example 

those who have dyslexia (or traits of dyslexia).  

(The information above is directly from the Department of Education’s ‘Learning to read through phonics: 

information for parents’ document.) 

In EYFS the children will be exposed to the earliest elements of phonics and by the end of Reception they 

will have covered all 44 sounds, tricky words, how to blend sounds together to read words, develop their 

segmenting skills for spelling, be introduced to alternative spellings of vowels.  

These foundations lead through into Year 1 where children learn that there are graphemes that can have 

different sounds and sounds that can be made with different letters. Children in Year 1 continue to devel-

op their knowledge of tricky words, how to blend sounds together to read words and develop their        

segmenting skills for spelling.  

How ‘tricky words’ are used and why they are effective 

 

Tricky words are an important part of the Little Wandle scheme. ‘Tricky words’ are words which are not 

able to be decoded using known graphemes. By learning ‘tricky words’ through sight recognition and 

memorising them, it enables access to a wider variety of texts. Tricky words include words such as ‘said’ 

‘he’ and ‘was'. When teaching tricky words, children are encouraged to find the part of the word that is 

tricky, this helps them to remember spelling patterns as well as reading the word without overt sounding 

out. Children may be asked to practise tricky words at home for consolidation.  

Little Wandle Tricky Words  

 

https://youtu.be/3C1KTDag0ZA


Reading in its earliest phase: how do we present it, what do we use, how do we support those 

finding specific challenges? 

Children experience a wide range of texts throughout each year group here at Belmont Primary. 

We recognise that Nursery has an important role in preparing our children to be readers and we 

acknowledge that a child’s confidence in accessing a book, their ability to retell and imagine story lines, 

being able to chant nursery rhymes alongside a strong phonic foundation is a good indicator of future   

literacy success. As children enter Nursery, they are immersed in language and a text-rich environment to 

foster the love of reading by sharing stories, songs and rhymes. To ensure they are fully immersed in the 

text, we provide story retelling resources and props for the books which are shared so that our children 

can use their imagination, alongside the growing confidence with known story lines, to retell and re-enact 

story plots, character speech and alternative endings. 

Staff begin to work on helping children to identify and differentiate between specific sounds such as body 

sounds, instruments and sounds in the environment and support the children by drawing their attention to 

different forms of texts such as in books, signs and labels. The children are involved in activities such as 

rhyming and alliteration games and activities to support their learning and to help build communication 

and language skills. During whole class story time, language development and storytelling is modelled 

and encouraged. The children develop their concepts about print, holding the book the correct way,     

turning pages and pointing to text and pictures. As the year progresses, children are encouraged to hear 

initial sounds in words and for those children who are more confident in linking sounds to letters and who 

are at the early stages of reading, we challenge their learning through beginning to orally blend and     

segment. 

Children who find elements of isolating sounds challenging receive additional support through small group 

interventions from highly skilled members of staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How we move into clear phonics phases and what these cover  

At Belmont Primary we currently use a school developed programme for teaching phonics developed from 

the governments ‘Letters and Sounds’. From the 2022/2023 school year, we commenced using Little 

Wandle as our  chosen SSP (see section 6 for more information on this scheme). Through Reception and 

KS1 children receive daily phonics lessons which provide them for with the foundations to become fluent 

readers. Our school’s Phonic overview provides an in-depth explanation of all the phonics phases and 

what each phase covers. Some children in Key Stage Two will also receive ongoing support with phonics. 

What is Phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught how to: 

•  recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes 

•  identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make such as /sh/ or /ee/ 

•  blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘decode’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first        

important step in learning to read. 



How We Monitor reading  

The progression of reading is monitored closely across the school. Every child is provided with a reading 

record to transfer information between home and school. These are checked regularly by staff. 

In Reception and KS1 children read with an adult several times a week on either a one to one basis or in 

guided reading sessions. Those children who we know are not regular readers at home receive additional 

time with adults to ensure they are frequently reading. This regular one to one reading continues into KS2 

where necessary, but may not be on a daily basis.  

Every child who is progressing through the book bands undertakes a benchmarking activity to ensure that 

they are accessing books at an appropriate level. At the minimum, this happens termly. As a result of this, 

they will either remain on their current ‘band’ or move onto the next ‘level’. 

In KS2 the children also work through the Reading Plus program which tracks their progress very       

carefully. This enables staff to monitor each child’s usage and progression in vocabulary, comprehension 

and fluency. 

Use of our school library 

We are lucky as we have a lovely library resource within school. This contains both fiction and non-fiction 

books. Once the children are more confident readers (from Y2 onwards) they are encouraged to access 

the library, taking books to read for pleasure even if they are still on the benchmarked texts for reading. 

The fiction books are widely banded to give the children an idea of which to choose from.  

To ensure that the library is used by all children, each class has allocated times  during the school day. 

The children can select any genre of book that appeals to them. These are then booked out on the library 

system. 

In addition, each KS2 year group has an allocated day that they can access the library during their 

lunchtime. This provides them with a warm and quiet space to read books, look at the First News      

newspapers or create items linked with reading and books which have been enjoyed. 



Reading Comprehension, its Meaning and Value:  

The Combination of Decoding and Understanding, Not Simply Decoding 

 

Reading comprehension is developed through group (EYFS/KS1) and whole-class lessons (KS1/KS2) 

which focus on the key strands of effective reading comprehension:  

 

• vocabulary (both breadth and depth) 

• inference making 

• monitoring for meaning and awareness and use of texts (how texts work) 

• questioning 

• predicting 

• clarifying 

• summarising  

• building upon prior knowledge. 

These strands are carefully assessed and planned for on a weekly basis through effective guided reading 

sessions in KS1. The skills are explicitly modelled through the sessions with structured support, providing 

opportunities for children to apply these in their work, and enabling them to take responsibility               

automatically for using and combining these strategies to monitor and develop their own reading         

comprehension. 

 

Children are read to everyday as fluent reading directly supports comprehension and helps develop     

language skills and cognitive functioning. Children’s background knowledge, culture and demographic 

backgrounds are carefully considered when planning and selecting rich texts. 

 

In KS2 there is usually a weekly whole class comprehension lesson. This enables the children to extend 

their understanding of vocabulary as well as practise retrieval and inferential skills. Where possible,    

comprehension texts link to other curriculum areas or events in the calendar if this is deemed appropriate. 

Reading Plus: what it is and how it is used  

Although there is the option to introduce this in Year Two, the majority of   

children begin Reading Plus in Year Three (https://www.readingplus.com/)  

although higher attaining children in Year Two might also access this. 

Children need to have a good phonetic knowledge in order to access this. 

Reading Plus is an online program that not only improves comprehension 

skills, but also focuses on increasing reading fluency. 

Reading fluency is vital if we are to give our children the best chance in life. Every 

child completes an assessment based around their comprehension level and   

understanding of vocabulary. In addition, this measures the children’s I-Rate, the 

speed at which they read accurately. 

The children can then access a wide range of electronic texts at their level (both fiction and non-fiction), 

which are designed specifically for the Reading Plus program.  Targets are given to the children based 

around achieving at least 80% in comprehension quizzes about each text. 

Staff can access a range of information about the progress of their classes, some of which is shared with 

the children for motivational purposes. Each child can be carefully monitored and feedback given to help 

them improve their skills. In addition, there are some teaching tools that can be used with groups or whole 

classes as required. These enable staff to focus on a very specific skill. 

The children in KS2 use this program three times a week for half an hour at a time (in school). However, 
they can also access it from home – and are encouraged to do so.  

https://www.readingplus.com/


How Reading is Celebrated and Promoted  

 

We employ a range of strategies in order to help motivate our children. Every class in the school has a 

Reader of the Week. This child receives a certificate during Friday’s celebration assembly and is then   

invited to a tea party with Mr Gibson (usually held during a Friday afternoon). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Plus generates certificates for individuals once they have fulfilled the criteria for a level and     

progressed to the next. These are also presented during the celebration assembly. 

Every child has a reading record book which they take between home and school. These are checked 

each week; children that have read at home at least four times in the previous seven days are entered into 

a book draw (sometimes referred to as a reading raffle). One of the class’s tickets is drawn at random and 

the child can select a book to take home and keep. In KS2 the draw takes place fortnightly but it is weekly 

in KS1 and Reception to keep up momentum for our younger children. 

In addition, reading is celebrated and promoted prominently in our classrooms. Many have a specific  

reading area, some with comfortable seating. These areas are usually bright and colourful – designed to 

be engaging to children. There is a selection of additional books in each classroom so the children will  

always have easy access to literature. This is in addition to books in the library and those which are part of 

the reading schemes. 



Glossary 

 

• Phoneme - A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word. It is generally accepted that most  

varieties of spoken English use about 44 phonemes 

• Grapheme - A grapheme is a letter or group of letters representing a sound 

• Oral Blending - Hearing a series of spoken sounds (phonemes) and merging them together to 

make a spoken word. No text is used 

• Blending - Merging the individual phonemes together to read a word  

• Segmenting - Consists of breaking words down into phonemes to spell 

•  Digraph - This is when two letters come together to make a phoneme. For example, /oa/ makes the 

sound in ‘boat’ and is also known as a vowel digraph. There are also consonant digraphs, for       

example, /sh/ for ship and /ch/ for chick 

• Trigraph - This is when three letters come together to make one phoneme, for example, /igh/ for 

night 

• Split Digraph - A digraph in which the two letters are not adjacent – e.g. make, bone. (This used to 

be known as ‘magic e’ but this phrase should not be used now) 

• Homographs - Words that have the same spelling but differ in meaning and pronunciation, for      

example, a row of chairs or a row like an argument 

• Homophones - Words with common pronunciations but different spellings, for example, to / two / 

too or there / their 

• Syllable - One or more letters representing a unit of spoken language consisting of a single          

uninterrupted sound 

• Polysyllabic word - A word containing more than one syllable 

• Adjacent Consonant - Two consonants next to each other in a word, for example, trip or bend. 

These used to be known as ‘blends’ but must not be now. They need to be taught as separate 

sounds 

Useful Links 

 

Letters and Sounds: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf 

 

Little Wandle: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/ 

 

Reading Plus: https://www.readingplus.com/ 

 

Big Cat Phonics: https://collins.co.uk/pages/phonics-for-letters-and-sounds?

gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzpKsjpL49wIVSv7VCh0eagxSEAAYASAAEgLZyPD_BwE 

 

 

 

 


