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Art and Design Curriculum Overview 
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• Knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to take advantage of opportunities and experiences. 

• The curriculum remains as broad as possible.  

• The curriculum reflects school’s local environment. 

• Have clear start and end goals, showing a clear progression of skills. 

• Leaders adopt or construct an ambitious curriculum designed to give all pupils the knowledge to succeed in life.  

• Teachers have a good knowledge of subjects that they teach. If they do not, they are supported to address the gaps in 

their knowledge. 

• Teacher ensure that pupils embed key concepts into their long term memory and can apply them fluently. 

• Lessons are sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before. 

•  The work given to pupils is demanding and matches the aims of the curriculum. 

• Pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and as a result achieve well. 

• Pupils are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. 

• Pupils’ work across the curriculum is of good quality. 
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Our aim at Belmont is to enable pupils to become creative and reflective learners who are able to express themselves fluently and 

confidently in a variety of different ways. Our pupils should be able to develop their cultural understanding in a range of contexts, 

art being one of them. It is important to us that our pupils understand that the perseverance and attentiveness needed to complete 

an art and design project leads to great sense of personal pride and gratification. 

We develop children’s artistic skills and creativity by: 

• Providing opportunities to produce creative work, explore their ideas and record their experiences; 

• Assisting them to become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques;  

• Assisting them to evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design; 

• Providing opportunities to find out about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms. 
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Early Years Curriculum 

  

Expressive Arts & Design (Art & Design) 

Art and Design is often interwoven into topic based approaches or themes as well as being an integral part of child initiated learning 

in the classroom areas.  The children are provided with opportunities such as mark making, drawing, working with colour, painting, 

printing, textiles, collages and sculpture.  Children also have the opportunity to explore a range of medium both inside and outside of 

the classroom.   

Fine motor skills and ‘making’ are extremely important in our EYFS curriculum.  Pupils are provided with a vast range of materials, 

resources and objects they can play with and explore.  Construction materials such as Duplo, Lego, Sticklebricks, Mobilo etc allow our 

pupils the opportunity to build.  This may be done independently or with support where necessary.  Some of our pupils may plan, design, 

evaluate and alter their designs.  We encourage pupils to be creative and develop their skills.  To accommodate the development of 

these skills, activities such as cutting (with scissors and knives), rolling or manipulating malleable materials or glueing and sticking are 

an integral part of our EYFS curriculum.  Model making may also take place on a larger scale outdoors, through the use of large 

construction materials and den building.  In addition to this, each class in EYFS also has regular, planned opportunities to participate 

in food related activities such as making a range of sweet and savoury snacks, trying food from around the world and using food in 

art. 
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The teaching of Art through Expressive Arts & Design in EYFS: 

• Continuous provision – gluing and sticking, playdough, writing/drawing, painting, chalk board, food art and transient art. Also, 

having opportunities for ongoing mark making within the areas by providing clipboards and papers for independent use.  

• Model making using different media – building in the construction area, Lego, Mobilo, Edra etc. Sculpting in the sand area, 

gluing using different size boxes.  

• Large scale – Large paper and whiteboards/chalk board to mark make, large scale painting and building blocks in the outdoor 

classroom 

• Homes topic – designing and building a model home for Reception parent engagement afternoon  

• Belmont Builders’ Yard – Designing and building model homes through role play 

• TVMS – weekly sessions with Tees Valley Music Service, learning topic based songs and how to tap out simple rhythms with 

instruments.  

• Food art – designing and creating their face out of food for the ‘Ourselves’ topic. 

• Mark Making – making simple designs and letter formation in sand, shaving foam, rice, glitter.  
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Art and Design National Curriculum 

 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should be taught:  

• To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  

• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

• About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between 

different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
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Key Stage 2 

Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

Pupils should be taught:  

• To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  

• To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials 

[for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• About great artists, architects and designers in history. 
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Year 1 and 2 Art and Design implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of Art and Design at Belmont are: 

• Explore ideas and record experiences in different mediums 

• Gain a knowledge and understanding of artists throughout history 

• Explore a range of artistic techniques  

In Year 1 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Painting  

Weaving Calendars 

 Printing- Orla Kiely Nature Sculpture – 

Antony Gormley 

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 
Brush stroke, colour mixing, primary colours, 

secondary colours, tints, shades, neutral colours, warm 

colours, cool colours, water colour, sweep, brush, dab, 

bold, brushstroke, acrylic 

textiles, fabric, weaving, woven,over, under, 

decoration, decorative,  layering, fabrics, knotting, 

twisting, plaiting, tying, threading, twisting, texture, 

Lines, tones, texture, detail, observe, control, 

patterns, repetition, block print, rolling, kneading, 

rubbings, relief, colour, shape, printing, 

printmaking, relief printing, objects 

Mould, shape, squeeze, pinch, roll, cut, carve, slice, 

malleable, joining, sculpture, designer. 

sculpture, statue, model, work, work of art, 3D, land 

art, sculptor, carving, sculpture, installation, shapes, 

materials, pyramid, abstract, geometric. 

 

In Year 2 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Textiles-Wool 

Winding Crafts 

Observational 

Drawing 

   Collage 

Pablo Picasso 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 



 

*In line with 2014 National Curriculum                                                                                               

Fabrics, knotting, twisting, plaiting, tying, 

threading, twisting, texture  textiles, fabric, 

woven, loom, alternate, over, under, decoration, 

decorative,  layering, fabrics, knotting, twisting, 

plaiting, tying, threading, twisting, texture, 

Lines, tones, texture, detail, observe, control, 

portrait, self-portrait, line drawing, detail, 

landscape, cityscape, building, pastels, 

drawings, line, bold, size, space. 

Collage, Pablo Picasso, Artist, materials, 

textures, colours, layers, shapes, abstract,  

collage, squares, gaps, mosaic, features, cut, 

place, arrange. 
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Year 1 and 2 Key Concepts and Skills 

 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 

Exploring and 

developing 

ideas 

Drawing Painting Sculpture Artists Collage Textiles  / 

weaving 

Printing 

Respond 

positively to 

ideas and 

starting 

points; 

 

Explore ideas 

and collect 

information; 

 

Describe 

differences 

and 

similarities 

and make links 

to their own 

work; 

 

Try different 

materials and 

methods to 

improve. 

Draw lines of 

varying 

thickness; 

 

Use dots and 

lines to 

demonstrate 

pattern and 

texture; 

 

Use 

different 

materials to 

draw, for 

example 

pastels, 

chalk, felt 

tips. 

 

Name the 

primary and 

secondary 

colours; 

 

Experiment 

with different 

brushes 

(including 

brushstrokes) 

and other 

painting tools; 

 

Mix primary 

colours to 

make 

secondary 

colours; 

 

Add white and 

black to alter 

tints and 

shades. 

Use a variety 

of natural, 

recycled and 

manufactured 

materials for 

sculpting, e.g. 

clay, straw and 

card; 

 

Use a variety 

of techniques, 

e.g. rolling, 

cutting, 

pinching; 

 

Use a variety 

of shapes, 

including lines 

and texture. 

 

Describe the 

work of 

famous, 

notable artists 

and designers; 

 

Express an 

opinion on the 

work of 

famous, 

notable 

artists; 

 

Use 

inspiration 

from famous, 

notable artists 

to create 

their own work 

and compare. 

Use a 

combination of 

materials that 

have been cut, 

torn and 

glued; 

 

Sort and 

arrange 

materials; 

 

Add texture 

by mixing 

materials. 

 

Show 

pattern by 

weaving; 

 

Use a 

dyeing 

technique 

to alter a 

textile’s 

colour and 

pattern; 

 

Decorate 

textiles 

with glue or 

stitching, 

to add 

colour and 

detail. 

Copy an 

original print; 

 

Use a variety 

of materials, 

e.g. sponges, 

fruit, blocks; 

 

Demonstrate 

a range of 

techniques, 

e.g. rolling, 

pressing, 

stamping and 

rubbing. 
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Art and Design Impact Year 1 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Painting I can name the primary and secondary colours 

Painting I know how to show how people feel in paintings 

Painting I know how to create moods in my art work 

Printing I can use a range of materials and objects such as sponges, fruit 

and potatoes to print 

Printing  I can use equipment and media correctly to produce a clean 

printed image 

Printing I know how to create a repeating pattern in print 

Sculpture I can experiment with constructing and joining recycled, natural 

and manmade materials 

Sculpture I can shape and model materials for a purpose  

Sculpture I can use tools and equipment safely and in the correct way 

Work of other artists I can describe what I can see and give an opinion about the work 

of an artist 

Work of other artists I can ask questions about a piece of art 
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Work of other artists I can use inspiration from famous, notable artists to create my 

own work and compare it 

Art and Design Impact Year 2 

Drawing I know how to use pencils to create lines of different thickness 

in drawings 

Drawing  I can investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines, patterns and 

shapes using a pencil 

Drawing I can choose and use three different grades of pencil when 

drawing 

Collage  I can use a combination of materials that have been cut, torn and 

glued 

Collage I can add texture by mixing materials and explain why I have 

chosen them. 

Collage I can sort and group different materials for different purposes 

e.g colour, texture 

Textiles I can identify some different forms of textiles 

Textiles I can identify different types of texture of fabric and materials 

Textiles I know how to weave and understand the process and some 

techniques 

Work of other artists I can suggest how artists have used colour, pattern and shape 

Work of other artists I know how to create a piece of art in response to the work of 

another artist 

Work of other artists I can use inspiration from famous, notable artists to create my 

own work and compare 
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Year 3 and 4 Art and Design implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of Art and Design at Belmont are: 

• Explore ideas and record experiences in different mediums 

• Gain a knowledge and understanding of artists throughout history 

• Explore a range of artistic techniques 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques  

 

In Year 4 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Observational 

Drawing –  

 Collage-Braque and 

Picasso  

 Textiles  

In Year 3 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Sculpture  – Gaudi 

and Matisse 

  Printing 

 Fossils – Andy 

Warhol 

 Painting  

Seascapes 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 
History, famous, inspiration, techniques, 

influence, style, surrealism, abstract, sculptor, 

architect.  rectangular, concrete, terrace, 

architect, 2D shape, brim, peak, buckle, edging, 

trimmings, shape, form, shadow, light, 

marionette puppet. 

Fold, crumple, tear, arrange, sort, match, 

squares, gaps, cut, place, line, pattern, texture, 

colour, shape, block printing ink, polystyrene 

printing tiles, inking rollers. 

Landscapes, perspective, tones, blending, scale, 

textures, oil pastels, layering,  colour, 

foreground, middle ground, background, 

abstract, emotion, warm, blend, mix, line, tone, 

fresco. 
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Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Sketching, observing, shading, gradients, 

tone, variations, pattern, texture, 

perspective, portrait, light, dark, tone, 

shadow, line, texture, form, shape, tone, 

outline. 

Fold, crumple, tear, arrange, sort, match, squares, 

gaps, cut, place. Block colour washes, textures, 

tints, shades, complimentary colours, primary, 

secondary colours, systematic mixing. 

History, famous, inspiration, techniques, 

influence, style, surrealism, abstract, geometric, 

pattern, line, texture, colour, shape, stuffing, 

turn, thread, needle, textiles, decoration 
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Year 3 and 4 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
Exploring and 

developing ideas 

Drawing Painting Sculpture Artists Collage Textiles  

/weaving 

Printing 

Use 

sketchbooks 

to record 

ideas; 

 

Explore ideas 

from first-

hand 

observations; 

 

Question and 

make 

observations 

about starting 

points, and 

respond 

positively to 

suggestions; 

 

Adapt and 

refine ideas. 

Experiment 

with showing 

line, tone and 

texture with 

different 

hardness of 

pencils; 

 

Use shading to 

show light and 

shadow 

effects; 

 

Use different 

materials to 

draw, e.g. 

pastels, chalk, 

felt tips; 

 

Show an 

awareness of 

space when 

drawing. 

Use varied 

brush 

techniques to 

create shapes, 

textures, 

patterns and 

lines; 

 

Mix colours 

effectively 

using the 

correct 

language, e.g. 

tint, shade, 

primary and 

secondary; 

 

Create 

different 

textures and 

effects with 

paint. 

Cut, make and 

combine 

shapes to 

create 

recognisable 

forms; 

 

Use clay and 

other 

malleable 

materials and 

practise 

joining 

techniques; 

 

Add materials 

to the 

sculpture to 

create detail. 

Use inspiration 

from famous 

artists to 

replicate a piece 

of work; 

 

Reflect upon 

their work 

inspired by a 

famous notable 

artist and the 

development of 

their art skills; 

 

Express an 

opinion on the 

work of famous, 

notable artists 

and refer to 

techniques and 

effect. 

Select colours 

and materials 

to create 

effect, giving 

reasons for 

their choices; 

 

Refine work 

as they go to 

ensure 

precision; 

 

Learn and 

practise a 

variety of 

techniques, 

e.g. 

overlapping, 

tessellation, 

mosaic and 

montage. 

Select 

appropriate 

materials, 

giving 

reasons; 

 

Use a variety 

of techniques, 

e.g. printing, 

dyeing, 

weaving and 

stitching to 

create 

different 

textural 

effects; 

 

Develop skills 

in stitching, 

cutting and 

joining. 

Use more than 

one colour to 

layer in a print; 

 

Replicate 

patterns from 

observations; 

 

Make printing 

blocks; 

 

Make repeated 

patterns with 

precision. 
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Art and Design Impact Year 3 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Painting I know where each of the primary and secondary colours sit on 

the colour wheel 

Painting I know how to mix paint to create all the secondary colours 

Painting I know how to create tints and tones with paint by adding black 

and white 

Printing I know how to create a printed piece of art by pressing, rolling, 

rubbing and stamping. 

Printing  I can explore printing in relief using string.  

Printing I can use equipment and media correctly and be able to produce a 

clean printed image 

Sculpture I can cut, make and combine shapes to create recognisable forms 

Sculpture I can use clay and other malleable materials to practise joining 

techniques 

Sculpture  I can explore carving as a form of 3D art 

Work of other artists I can express an opinion on the work of famous notable artists. 

Work of other artists I can use inspiration from famous notable artists to create my 

own work and compare 
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Work of other artists I know how to compare the work of different artists and begin to 

make links to historical periods.  

Art and Design Impact Year 4 

Drawing I know how to use marks and lines to show texture in my art and 

can use different grades of pencil 

Drawing I know how to use line, tone, shape and colour to represent 

figures in movement 

Drawing I can show an awareness of objects having third dimension and 

perspective 

Collage  I can experiment with a range of collage techniques such as 

tearing, overlapping, tessellation, montage and layering to create 

texture and effect 

Collage I can experiment with colours and materials to create effect and 

give reasons for my choices 

Collage I can use learnt techniques to add collage to a painted, printed or 

drawn background 

Textiles I can select appropriate materials and give reasons for doing so. 

Textiles I can use a variety of techniques e.g printing, dyeing, weaving and 

stitching to create different textural effects.  

Textiles I can develop my skills in stitching, cutting and joining. 

Work of other artists I can take inspiration and experiment with styles used by other 

artists 

Work of other artists I can recognise when art is from different cultures and historical 

periods and can express an opinion on it 

Work of other artists I can ask questions about the work of famous artists and 

designers to further my understanding  
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Year 5 and 6 Art and Design implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of Art and Design at Belmont are: 

• Explore ideas and record experiences in different mediums 

• Gain a knowledge and understanding of artists throughout history 

• Explore a range of artistic techniques 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques 

• Review and revisit ideas 
 

 

In Year 5 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Sculpture 
Henry Moore/ 

Augusta Savage 

 Painting  

 Henri Rousseau 

   Printing 

Katsushika Hokusai 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Materials, design, plan, revisit, evaluate, 

methods, approaches, painting, textures, tools, 

carving, pinch, slab, slip, score,  form, structure, 

texture, shape, mark, soft, join, tram, cast, 

bust, semi-abstract 

History, famous, inspiration, techniques, 

influence, style, post-impressionism, 

rainforest/jungle, sketching, drafting, 

improving, contrasting, complementary, 

shading, tints,  blend, mix, line, tone, shape, 

abstract, absorb, colour, impressionism, 

impressionists. 

Portraits, proportions, colourising, landscapes, 

commissioned, perspective, sketching, oil 

pastels, water colours, blending,  Hapa-Zome, 

hammering, pattern, shape, tile, colour, 

arrange, collograph 
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In Year 6 Art and Design is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Tudor Rose Collage 

 

Textiles-Calendars  

Drawing – 

Mackenzie Thorpe 

 

 

  Drawing – Yayoi 

Kusama 

 

Revisiting skills 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 
Famous, inspiration, techniques, influence, style, 

sculptor, abstract, local, sketching, shading, 

blending, perspective, line, texture, pattern, 

form, shape, tone, smudge, blend, mark, hard, 

soft, light, heavy, mural, fresco, portrait, 

graffiti. 

 

 

Collage, rip, cut, stick, layering, materials, 

overlap, contrasting colours, texture, surface, 

shape, form, arrange, fix.  

History, famous, landscape, countryside, 

techniques, style, influence, sketching, 

proportion, watercolours, blending, realism, 

perspective, line, texture, pattern, form, 

shape, tone, smudge, blend, mark, hard, soft, 

light, heavy, mural, fresco, portrait, graffiti. 
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Year 5 and 6 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
Exploring and 

developing ideas 

Drawing Painting Sculpture Artists Collage Textiles  

/weaving 

Printing 

Review and 

revisit ideas in 

their 

sketchbooks; 

 

Offer 

feedback 

using technical 

vocabulary; 

 

Think 

critically 

about their 

art and design 

work; 

 

Use digital 

technology as 

sources for 

developing 

ideas. 

Use a variety 

of techniques 

to add 

effects, e.g. 

shadows, 

reflection, 

hatching and 

cross-

hatching; 

 

Depict 

movement and 

perspective in 

drawings; 

 

Use a variety 

of tools and 

select the 

most 

appropriate. 

Create a 

colour palette, 

demonstrating 

mixing 

techniques; 

 

Use a range of 

paint (acrylic, 

oil paints, 

water colours) 

to create 

visually 

interesting 

pieces. 

Plan and 

design a 

sculpture; 

 

Use tools and 

materials to 

carve, add 

shape, add 

texture and 

pattern; 

 

Develop 

cutting and 

joining skills, 

e.g. using wire, 

coils, slabs and 

slips; 

 

Use materials 

other than 

clay to create 

a 3D 

sculpture. 

Give detailed 

observations 

about notable 

artists’, 

artisans’ and 

designers’ 

work; 

 

Offer facts 

about notable 

artists’, 

artisans’ and 

designers’ 

lives. 

Add collage to 

a painted or 

printed 

background; 

 

Create and 

arrange 

accurate 

patterns; 

 

Use a range of 

mixed media; 

 

Plan and 

design a 

collage; 

Experiment 

with a range 

of media by 

overlapping 

and layering in 

order to 

create 

texture, 

effect and 

colour; 

 

Add 

decoration to 

create effect; 

Design and 

create 

printing 

blocks/tiles; 

 

Develop 

techniques in 

mono, block 

and relief 

printing; 

 

Create and 

arrange 

accurate 

patterns; 
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Art and Design Impact Year 5 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Painting I know how to successfully use paint to create mood and feeling 

Painting I can use a range of paint (acrylic, oil paints, water colours) to 

create visually interesting pieces.  

Painting I can mix colours, tints and shades with confidence and use this 

to create atmosphere and light effect  

Printing I know how to create an accurate print design following criteria 

Printing I can design and create printing blocks/tiles 

Printing I can develop my technique in mono, block and relief printing 

Sculpture I know how to sculpt and carve clay and other mouldable 

materials as a form of 3D art 

Sculpture  I can use tools and materials to carve, add shape, add texture 

and pattern 
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Sculpture  I can develop my cutting and joining skills e.g using wire, coils, 

slabs and slips 

Work of other artists I can research the work of an artist and use their work to 

replicate a style 

Work of other artists I can recognise when art is from different cultures and historical 

periods and can express an opinion on the work of famous, 

notable artists and refer to techniques they have used 

Work of other artists I can reflect upon my work inspired by famous notable artists 

and the development of my own techniques and skills.  

Art and Design Impact Year 6 

Drawing  I know how to organise line, tone, shape and colour to represent 

figures, forms and perspective. 

Drawing I can use a variety of techniques to add effects e.g. shadows, 

reflection, hatching and cross-hatching 

Drawing I can depict movements and perspective in drawings and can 

develop an awareness of composition, scale and proportion 

Collage I can create and make accurate patterns  

Collage I can use a range of mixed media to create a collage and justify 

why I have   

Collage  I can use different techniques, colours and textures when 

designing and planning work with a given purpose  

Textiles I can design, plan and decorate a fabric piece for a given purpose 

Textiles I can change and modify threads and fabrics as and when needed  

Textiles I can use a number of different stitches to creatively produce 

different patterns and textures 
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Work of other artists I can predict what historical periods and cultures a piece of art 

is from by examining a piece of art work and can give reasons to 

support this 

Work of other artists I can reflect upon my work inspired by famous notable artists 

and the development of my own techniques and skills. 

Work of other artists I can compare and contrast the art work from different time 

periods and cultures and give my opinion on it 

 


