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French Curriculum Overview 
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 • Knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to take advantage of opportunities and experiences. 

• The curriculum remains as broad as possible.  

• The curriculum reflects school’s local environment. 

• Have clear start and end goals, showing a clear progression of skills. 

• Leaders adopt or construct an ambitious curriculum designed to give all pupils the knowledge to succeed in life.  

• Teachers have a good knowledge of Frenchs that they teach. If they do not, they are supported to address the gaps in their 

knowledge. 

• Teacher ensure that pupils embed key concepts into their long term memory and can apply them fluently. 

• Lessons are sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before. 

•  The work given to pupils is demanding and matches the aims of the curriculum. 

• Pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and as a result achieve well. 

• Pupils are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. 

• Pupils’ work across the curriculum is of good quality. 
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Belmont Primary School uses the Language Angels scheme of work and resources to ensure we offer a relevant, broad, 
vibrant and ambitious foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils using a wide variety of topics 
and themes. All pupils will be expected to achieve their full potential by encouraging high expectations and excellent 
standards in their foreign language learning - the ultimate aim being that pupils will feel willing and able to continue 
studying languages beyond key stage 2. 

The four key language learning skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing will be taught and all necessary grammar 
will be covered in an age-appropriate way across the primary phase. This will enable pupils to use and apply 
their learning in a variety of contexts, laying down solid foundations for future language learning. Assessment in all 
four of the above strands is by means of an online assessment and reporting tool. 

 

. 
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French - National Curriculum 

Key Stage 2 

 

•  Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and  responding 

•  Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of 

words 

•  Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek 

clarification and help* 

•  Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

•  Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using 

familiar words and phrases* 

•  Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

•  Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

•  Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

•  Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar 

written material, including through using a dictionary 

•  Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

•  Describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 
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Year 3 and 4 French implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of French at Belmont are: 

• Recognise familiar words and short phrases. 

• Communicate with others using words and short phrases. 

• Read, using words and short phrases. 

• Write, using words and short phrases 

• Understand the concept of noun and gender and the use of articles 

• Understand simple adjectival agreement 

• Develop accurate pronunciation. 

In Year 3  French is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Phonetics ( 2 weeks) 

“I’m learning 

French” (EL) 

Animals (EL) Musical  

Instruments (EL) 

I Am Able … (EL) Ice-creams (EL) Fruits (EL) 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

Year 3 Key Concepts and Skills 
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These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
• To locate France, 
Paris and a few key 
cities on a map.  
• Say our name, how 
we are feeling, learn up 
to 10 colours and count 
from 1-10 in French. 

• Name and recognise 
up to 10 animals in 
French.  
• Attempt to spell 
some of these nouns 
with their correct 
indefinite article. 
 • Pretend that we are 
a particular animal 
using the 1st person 
singular of the verb 
être (je suis = I am). 

• Name and recognise 
up to 10 instruments in 
French. 
 • Attempt to spell 
some of these nouns 
with their correct 
definite 
article/determiner in 
French.  
• Learn how to say I 
play an instrument in 
French. 

• Recognise, remember 
and spell 10 action 
verbs in French.  
• Use these verbs in 
the infinitive to form 
positive and negative 
sentence structures 
with ‘je peux’ (I am 
able) and ‘je ne peux 
pas’ (I am not able).  
• Attempt to combine 
positive and negative 
sentence structures to 
form longer and more 
complex sentences 
using the conjunctions 
‘et’ (and) & ‘mais’ 
(but). 

• Name, recognise and 
remember up to 10 ice-
cream flavours in 
French.  
• Attempt to spell 
some of these flavours. 
• Use the structure ‘je 
voudrais…’ plus an ice-
cream flavour.  
• Say whether we 
would like a cone or 
pot and possibly how 
many scoops.  
• Learn how to say 
‘please’ and ‘thank you’ 
in French. 
 

• Name, recognise and 
remember up to 10 
fruits in French. 
 • Attempt to spell 
some of these nouns 
with their correct 
article/ determiner. 
 • Ask somebody in 
French if they like a 
particular fruit.  
• Say what fruits we 
like and dislike in 
French. 

In Year 4  French is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Presenting Myself 

(I) 

My Family (I) Habitats (I) Classroom (I) At The Tea Room 

(I) 

What is the 

Weather? (I) 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take you 

to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

This link will take 

you to the 

This link will take 

you to the relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 
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relevant 

vocabulary  sheet 

Year 4 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
• Know how count to 
20 in French. 
 • Ask somebody how 
they are feeling and 
give an appropriate 
response back.  
• Ask somebody their 
age, name, where they 
live and reply 

• Remember the nouns 
for family members in 
French from memory.  
• Describe our own or 
a fictitious family in 
French by name, age 
and relationship.  
• Count up to 100 in 
French. 
 • Understand 
possessive adjectives 
better in French (‘my’ 
form only). 

• Say and write the key 
elements that animals 
and plants need to 
survive.  
• Name the 5 most 
common types of 
habitats.  
• Name an animal and 
a plant that live and 
grow in each type of 
habitat. 

Recall from memory a 
selection of nouns and 
indefinite articles for 
common classroom 
objects.  
• Learn how to use the 
negative in French.  
• Describe what we have 
and do not have in our 
pencil case.  
• Respond to simple 
classroom commands. 

• Recall from 
memory a wider 
range of nouns and 
indefinite 
articles/determiners 
for common foods, 
snacks and drinks in a 
typical French 'salon 
de thé, improving our 
cultural knowledge of 
France.  
• Understand better 
how to make nouns 
plural in French.  
• Improve our 
knowledge of French 
currency.  
• Order in French 
what we would like 
to eat and drink in a 
role-play. 

• Recognise and recall 
the 9 weather 
expressions in French 
from memory.  
• Ask what the 
weather is today and 
give a reply in French. • 
Describe the weather 
in France, in French 
using a weather map 
with symbols. 
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French Impact Year 3 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

• Listening 

 

I can use a gesture, hold up a picture to identify specific words 

when listening to songs, poems, simple stories. 

I can recognise numbers 1-20 and begin to understand numbers 

from 20 – 31. 

I can understand and respond to simple classroom instructions 

e.g. Hands up, listen carefully, show me, close your eyes, do an 

action. 

• Speaking 

 

I can use simple greetings e.g. saying hello and goodbye, saying 

how you are and asking others how they are. 

I can ask and answer simple questions about self-e.g. name and 

age, birthday 

I can express simple likes and dislikes e.g. food and drink. 

• Reading 
 

I can read and understand familiar nouns e.g. parts of the body, 

animals, and simple adjectives e.g. size, colour and a few high 

frequency verbs e.g. I like, I play. 

I can read aloud familiar words and phrases from stories, songs 

and rhymes with reasonable accuracy. 
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• Writing 
 

I can write one or two simple sentences, using a model e.g. name 

and age to introduce themselves.  

I can complete a simple gapped text such as a party invitation or 

passport. 

• Grammar 
 

I can match the correct definite/indefinite to a series of 

familiar nouns (e.g. fruits and vegetables) with increasing 

accuracy. 

I can use picture cards to build phrases to show position of a few 

adjectives of colour e.g. a red dog, a yellow cat. 

 

I can begin to understand how the negative is formed in the new 

language e.g. make a human sentence for I don’t like chocolate. 

 

 

French Impact Year 4 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

• Listening 

 

I can pick out phonemes, words and phrases in songs, stories and 

rhymes. 

I can understand higher numbers including multiples of 10 e.g. in 

prices, dates, numeracy activities, telling the time. 

I can listen to up to three simple sentences using familiar 

vocabulary and answer questions and English e.g. How old is 

Nicole? 
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I can respond to a wider range of classroom instructions e.g. 

Open the window/door, you are going to work in groups, I’d like 2 

volunteers, put your hand up when you hear the sound …… 

• Speaking I can use a wider range of familiar nouns and adjectives to talk 

about themselves, animals, story characters e.g. I have brown 

eyes. I have two sisters and I like dancing. 

I can ask and answer questions using a wider range of question 

forms e.g. the time, the date, food, hobbies and to seek help in 

the classroom e.g. Can you say that again please. I don’t 

understand. 

I can express preference about what I like e.g. food, animals, 

colours 
• Reading I can understand key points in simple texts using familiar 

language e.g. How many animals are in the story? What colour is 

the dog? What is the weather like in Paris? 

I can follow a text such as a song or poem whilst listening to it at 

the same time 

I can link phrases to make a sentence e.g. When it rains, you need 

an umbrella. 

I can use strategies to work out meaning of new words. 

• Writing I can write a few simple sentences using a word bank to describe 

for example a sports star e.g. …….. lives in London. She is 22 

years old. She likes dancing. 

I can experiment with writing new words 

• Grammar I can match correctly definite/indefinite article to singular and 

plural familiar nouns 
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I can place familiar adjectives e.g. size and colour in correct 

order.  

I can select the correct colour adjective to describe masculine 

and feminine nouns. 

I can show an understanding of 1st, 2nd and 3rd person in 

present tense singular e.g. ask and answer questions Do you like 

cheese? Yes I like cheese. Does he like swimming? Yes he likes 

swimming. Begin to use pronouns e.g. The prince is handsome. He 

loves the princess. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 French implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of French at Belmont are: 

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and 
phrases*  
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• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*  

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, 
including through using a dictionary  

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

• describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to 
build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

In Year 5   French is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Do you have a 

pet?(I) 

The Date (I) My Home (I) Do you have a pet? (I) Clothes (I) Romans (I) 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

This link will take you to the relevant vocabulary  sheet 

 

Year 5 Key Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
Know the nouns and 
indefinite articles for 8 
common pets.  
• Ask somebody if they 
have a pet and give an 
answer back. 
 • Say in French what pet 
we have/do not have and 
give our pet’s name.  

Recognise and recall the 
12 months of the year in 
French. 
 • Ask what the date is 
and say the date in 
French.  
• Ask somebody when 
their birthday is and say 
when their own birthday 
is in French 

• Say and write in 
French whether we 
live in a house or an 
apartment.  
• Say what room we 
have and do not have 
at home using the 
key structure chez 
moi il y a… and chez 

Know the nouns and 
indefinite articles for 8 
common pets.  
• Ask somebody if they 
have a pet and give an 
answer back. 
 • Say in French what pet 
we have/do not have and 
give our pet’s name.  

• Recognise and recall 
from memory 21 items of 
clothing.  
• Explore the regular ‘er’ 
whole verb present tense 
conjugation of the verb 
porter to describe what 
you and possibly 
somebody else is 
wearing. 

Understand the key facts 
of the history of Ancient 
Rome in French. 
 • Say and spell the days 
of the week in French.  
• Name some/all of the 
most famous Roman 
inventions in French.  
• Write a diary of life as a 
rich and/or poor child in 
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• Start to use the simple 
conjunctions et (and) and 
mais (but) to make more 
complex and interesting 
sentences. 

moi in n’y a pas 
de/d’…  
• Use the conjunction 
'et' (and) to link two 
sentences together. 

• Start to use the simple 
conjunctions et (and) and 
mais (but) to make more 
complex and interesting 
sentences. 

 • Revisit the use of the 
possessive adjective ‘my’ 
in French and describe 
clothes in terms of colour 

Roman times including 
the use of the negative 
form in French. 

In Year 6  French is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

At school (PR) Health lifestyle (PR) At the weekend (PR) Vikings (PR) World War 2 (PR) Me in the world (PR) 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

 This link will take you to the relevant vocabulary  sheet 

 

Year 6 Key Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 
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• Name the subjects 
we study in school in 
French with the correct 
definite 
article/determiner. 
 • Extend sentences by 
giving an opinion on 
the various school 
subjects and extend 
even further by giving 
a justification for that 
subject. 
 • Start to tell the time 
by learning how to say 
time by the hour.  
• Explore the irregular, 
high frequency verb 
'aller' (to go) in full. 

• Say and write what 
we eat and drink to 
stay healthy.  
• Say and write what 
we do not eat and 
drink to stay healthy.  
• Say and write the 
activities we do and do 
not do to stay in shape 
including a choice of 
physical activities. 
 • Follow a simple, 
healthy recipe in 
French. 

• Tell the time in 
French using quarter 
past, half past and 
quarter to.  
• Say and write in 
French what we do at 
the weekend using two 
or more sentences.  
• Integrate 
conjunctions and 
opinions into written 
and spoken work to 
make more interesting 
and extended 
sentences. 

• Name the six key 
periods of Ancient Britain 
in French.  
• Describe ourselves 
and/or another person 
physically in terms of 
height, hair type, length 
and colour and eye 
colour in French.  
• Present an extended 
written/and or oral piece 
as a Viking with a 
description of a typical 
day as a Viking, improving 
our knowledge of 
irregular and reflexive 
verbs in French. 

• Group and order 
words to decode 
unknown language.  
• Understand the key 
facts of history from 
WW2 when described 
in French.  
• Say and write in 
French the key 
countries and 
languages involved in 
WW2. 
 • Write a letter in 
French home 
explaining what life is 
like as an evacuee 
living in the 
countryside. 

• Say and spell some of 
the different countries 
and the relative capital 
cities in the French-
speaking world and 
find them on a map.  
• Say and write about 
some key celebrations 
in the French speaking 
world and some of the 
differences in terms of 
geography and 
historical sites 
between Paris and 
Port-au-Prince.  
• Say and write 
something we do to 
help the planet. 
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French Impact Year 5 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

• Listening  I can identify key points in a new context e.g. a story, which 

contains familiar language 

I can understand higher numbers e.g. in prices, numeracy 

activities 

I can follow instructions and directions e.g. a recipe or simple 

directions. 

I can recognise letters of the alphabet when I hear them 

• Speaking  I can seek help and clarification e.g. I don’t understand, can you 

repeat that, how is that written? 

I can give simple instructions and directions e.g. a recipe, 

directions to a place, the route to school 

I can begin to understand and express future intentions e.g. I am 

going swimming on Wednesday 

I can take part in conversations expressing likes, dislikes and 

preferences e.g. I like water but I prefer milk 

• Reading  I can read a variety of short simple texts e.g. stories, poems, 

texts from the Internet, non-fiction texts, emails from a 

partner school that contain familiar and new vocabulary 
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• Writing I can write three or four sentences using a word/phrase bank 

linked to a recent area of learning such as a meal, a scene, the 

weather, a planet. 

I can use simple conjunctions such as and, but, because to form 

more complex sentences. 

I can change elements in a given text e.g. ingredients, colour and 

size of a planet 

• Grammar I can begin to know how to form the future tense e.g. I am going 

swimming on Wednesday; tomorrow it is going to rain. 

I can begin to see how possessive articles e.g. my, his, her change 

according to gender e.g. Jane is my sister.  

I can understand the word order of familiar adjectives and apply 

correct endings, singular and plural, with increasing accuracy. 

I have been introduced to the concept of conjugation of verbs in 

the new language - the present tense of commonly used verbs e.g. 

to be, to have, to eat, to play, to go 

French Impact Year 6 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 



 

*In line with 2014 National Curriculum  

• Listening  
  

I can listen to longer texts. In Y6, children should be listening to 

texts read by people other than their teacher. 

I can understand numbers in context e.g. the year, 24 hour clock, 

quantities 

• Speaking 
  

I can understand and use numbers in context e.g. saying the year, 

24- hour clock, quantities. 

I can understand and use transactional language e.g. in a café 

I can give a description e.g. of a town, geographical features in a 

country 

I can seek clarification of meaning e.g. How is that written in 

French? I don’t understand. Can you repeat that? Can you speak 

more loudly/slowly? 

I can talk about the past in simple terms e.g. I ate / drank … / 

drunk. 

I can express and justify opinions e.g. I like netball because it’s 

fun. 

• Reading  I can read in groups, simple play scripts, poems, their own written 

work such as geographical features in a country, description of a 

town 

I can read and understand the main points and some detail from a 

short written passage e.g. extract from a story, weather report, 

poem, instructional texts, simple newspaper article 

• Writing I can use adjectives to add interest and detail to a description 

I can use some simple adverbs to make sentences more 

interesting 

I can make statements about what I read e.g. about sections in a 

newspaper (weather, what’s on TV) a story, an email 
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I have some understanding of how to use the past tense 

• Grammar I can begin to use past tense/future tense in spoken work e.g. 

when giving a weather report, when describing what I had to eat 

that day/what I am going to eat.  

I can identify tenses from a selection of sentences written in the 

present, past and future tense. 


