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History Curriculum Overview 
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 • Knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to take advantage of opportunities and experiences. 

• The curriculum remains as broad as possible.  

• The curriculum reflects school’s local environment. 

• Have clear start and end goals, showing a clear progression of skills. 

• Leaders adopt or construct an ambitious curriculum designed to give all pupils the knowledge to succeed in life.  

• Teachers have a good knowledge of subjects that they teach. If they do not, they are supported to address the gaps in 

their knowledge. 

• Teacher ensure that pupils embed key concepts into their long term memory and can apply them fluently. 

• Lessons are sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before. 

•  The work given to pupils is demanding and matches the aims of the curriculum. 

• Pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and as a result achieve well. 

• Pupils are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. 

• Pupils’ work across the curriculum is of good quality. 
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At Belmont, we adopt and construct a high quality history curriculum, aimed to engage and inspire children to be curious about the 

past and its impact on the present. Children are offered the opportunity to investigate Britain’s past and that of the wider world, 

developing an understanding of the complexities of people’s lives, key historical events and context from a range of periods. 

Through resources tailored to their age and focus, we encourage children to think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 

develop perspective and judgement. 

We develop children’s historical curiosity by: 

• Assisting their understanding of the history of these islands, how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 

influenced and been influenced by the wider world; 

• Assisting their understanding of significant aspects of the history of the wider world; 

• Assisting their understanding of historical concepts and methods of historical enquiry; 

• Assisting their understanding of chronology; 

• Assisting their understanding of how changes in history have impacted society and the challenges of their own time. 

• Providing children with opportunities to expand their knowledge through educational visits as well as providing a broad and 

enriched curriculum within the classroom; 

• Offering opportunities for children to think critically, debate, discuss and evaluate the past. 

 

 

. 
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Early Years Curriculum

Understanding the World (History) 

Through Understanding the World, pupils are introduced to their immediate history; that of themselves and their families, linked to 

their own experiences.  They may look at pictures, photographs, videos, objects or artefacts from their own past or recent history.  

The history curriculum is interwoven into our topic based approach or themes.  Children develop an understanding of Britain’s past 

and British Values, and that of the wider world. 

 

A topic based approach to teaching History through Understanding the World in EYFS: 

 

• Eggs & New Life –  Looking at changes in nature and animals over time. 

• Celebrations – The Christmas Story: Thinking about the past.  Remembrance Day: Learning the importance and significance 

of the poppy. 

• Marvellous Me - Looking at how we have changed from birth. 

• Around the World – Looking at famous people from the past. 

   

 



 

*In line with 2014 National Curriculum                                                                                              

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

  

Eggs & New life Celebrations Marvellous Me Around the World 

Family, mother, father, 

sister, brother, sibling, twin, 

relation, occupation,  

 

Dinosaur names, fossil,  

 

Captain Cook, Endeavour, 

scurvy, Leonardo di Vinci, 

Edward Tinga Tinga, 

Aborigine,  

 

Divali, Rama, Sita, Hannuman, 

Nativity, Jesus, Mary, 

Joseph, Guy Fawkes, 

Remembrance Day,  
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History National Curriculum 

 

 

Key stage 1 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know 

where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 

of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, 

choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should 

understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  

In planning, to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, 

teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.  

Pupils should be taught about:  

• Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life;  

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first 

aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries];  

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should 

be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus 

and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily 

Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell];  

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  
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Key Stage 2 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 

establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 

time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources.  

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers 

should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of 

specific aspects of the content. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age;  

• The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots;  

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

• A local history study;  

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066  

• The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth 

study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China;  

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world;  

• A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 

including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.  
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Year 1 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication  

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Captain James Cook Nurturing Nurses Changes in Living Memory 

 

Chronological order, research, then, 

before, after, ship, boat, explore, 

explorer, James Cook, Captain, overseas, 

travel, map, discover. 

Florence Nightingale, Crimean war, injured, 

care, hospital, lamp, soldier, cleaning, Mary 

Seacole, modern, future, improvements. 

Old, new, past, present, similar, different, 

artefact, modern, board game, schools, 

technology, discipline, Chronological order 
research, then, before, after, older, 20th 

century trend, craze, material, traditional.   

 

In Year 1 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn Spring  Summer 

Captain James Cook (1720 – 1780) 

 

Nurturing Nurses 

(1850 – 1910) 

Changes in Living Memory 

 (1940s to now) 
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Year 2 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication  

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Queen Elizabeth II Great Fire of London Great Explorers 

Monarch, monarchy, royal, family, 

Commonwealth, power, influence, 

leadership, rule, law, subject, crown, 

royalty. 

 

The Tower of London, bakers, fire, Samuel 

Pepys, diary, buns, Pudding Lane, London, 

King Charles II, Thomas Farriner, River 

Thames, overcrowding, narrow streets, 

wood, material, Christopher Wren, 

monument of remembrance.  

 

Engineer, astronaut, space, moon landing, 

orbit, Apollo, NASA, Endeavour, James 

Cook, captain, navigator, voyage, 

significant, important, impact, Neil 

Armstrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 2 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn Spring Summer  

Queen Elizabeth II 

(1952-2022) 

 

Great Fire of London 

(1666) 

Great Explorers 

(1730 – 1900’s) 



 

*In line with 2014 National Curriculum                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 and 2 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 

Chronological 

understanding 

Knowledge and 

understanding of past 

events, people and 

changes in the past 

Historical 

interpretation 

Historical enquiry Organisation and 

communication 

• Place people/events 

into chronological 

framework. 

 

• Understand some 

ways we find out 

about the past. 

 

• Identify similarities/ 

differences between 

periods; 

• Identify different 

ways in which past is 

represented. 

 

 

• Ask and answer 

questions; 

• Choose and use 

stories and other 

sources to show 

understanding. 

 

• Be aware of the 

past, using common 

words & phrases 

relating to time; 

• Use wide vocabulary 

of everyday 

historical terms. 
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History Impact Year 1 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Chronological understanding I can use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time 

ago.   

Chronological understanding I can recognise that some artefacts belonged to the past.  

Chronological understanding I can explain how I have changed since I was born.  

Historical interpretation I can explain how some people have helped us to have better 

lives.  

Historical interpretation I can spot old and new things in a picture.  

Historical enquiry I can ask and answer questions about old and new objects.  

Historical enquiry I can explain what an object from the past might have been 

used for.  

History Impact Year 2 

Chronological understanding I can use words and phrases like: before, after, past, present, 

then and now.  

Historical interpretation/ Chronological understanding I can give examples of things that were different when my 

grandparents were children.   

Historical interpretation I can recount the life of someone famous from Britain who 

lived in the past. 
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Historical interpretation/ Chronological understanding I can describe key events for a famous person from Britain - 

in their early and later life. 

Historical enquiry I can find out things from the past by talking to an older 

person.  

Historical enquiry I can access historical sources to answer questions using 

books and the internet.  

Historical enquiry I can research the life of a famous person from the past 

using different sources of evidence including physical 

artefacts. 

Historical Interpretation I can make comparisons between people, places and events 

today and in the past.  
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Year 3 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication 

In Year 3 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn Spring  Summer  

Stone Age and Iron Age  

(15000BC – 34BC) 

Ancient Egypt 

(3100BC – 395AD) 

Mayan Civilisation 

(900BC – 900AD) 
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Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Stone Age and Iron Age Ancient Egypt The Mayan Civilisation 

Prehistory, Paleolithic, Mesolithic, homo 

sapien, Stonehenge, Skara Brae, Orkney, 

Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, culture, art, 

chorological order, hunter gatherer, cave 

painting, artefacts, Lascaux, comparison, 

research, archaeologist. 

Egypt, power, gods, culture, art, artefacts, 

comparison, research, archaeologist, 

civilisation, ancient, Pharaoh, slaves, 

pyramid, burial chamber, tomb, 

sarcophagus, cartouche, hieroglyphics, 

mummification, afterlife, deities, beliefs. 

Civilisation, culture, South America, 

Guatemala, hieroglyphics, pok ta pok, 

archaeologist, codex, calendar 

 

 

Year 4 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication 

 

 

In Year 4 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Romans 

 (800BC – 500AD) 

Anglo Saxons and Scots 

(449AD – 1066AD) 

Vikings 

(793AD – 1066AD) 
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Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Romans Anglo Saxons and Scots Vikings 

Invasion, withdrawal, hierarchy, society, 

formation, legion, centurion, gladiator, 

Colosseum, amphitheatre, aqueduct, mosaic, 

temple, solider, Boudica, barbarian, centurion, 

chariot, toga, slave, Roman numerals, emperor, 

Julia Caesar, bath house, toga, villa, Romulus, 

Remus  

Roman, empire, chronology, monarchy, citizen, 

republic, legend, trade, conquered, evidence, 

source, historian, Celts, invade, general, tribe, 

trade, enslave, artefact, source, archaeologist, 

artefact, Segedunum Fort, Hadrian’s Wall. 

Invasion, settlements, withdrawal, Britain, 

culture, Angles, Saxons, Essex, Sussex, 

Wessex, thatch, trading, runes, 

Christianity, victorious, infantry, defeat, 

cavalry, battle, William the conqueror, 

arrow, Sutton Hoo, bronze, Mercia, 

Northumbria, Bayeux Tapestry, Norway, 

Denmark, Sweden. 

Invasion, long boat, Lindisfarne, pillage, 

raid, Scandinavia, axe, settlement, Britain, 

runes, tunic, Odin, Thor, thatched house, 

slave, king, spear, shield, sword, axe, 

warrior, freeman, Jorvik, gods, horn cup, 

wooden plates/spoons, Norway, Denmark, 

Sweden, myths, Norse, settlers, York  

 

 

 

Year 3 and 4 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be 

built as children progress through school. 

Chronological 

understanding 

Knowledge and 

understanding of past 

events, people and 

changes in the past 

Historical 

interpretation 

Historical enquiry Organisation and 

communication 
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• Continue to develop 

chronologically 

secure knowledge of 

history; 

• Order significant 

events and dates on a 

timeline; 

• Understands timeline 

can be divided into 

BC and AD (BCE and 

CE). 

 

• Note connections, 

contrasts and trends 

over time; 

• Understand how 

knowledge of the 

past is constructed 

from a range of 

sources; 

• Shows knowledge and 

understanding by 

describing features 

of past societies, 

dynasties and 

periods. 

• Describes how past 

events/ people have 

affected life today. 

• Establish clear 

narratives within and 

across periods 

studied; 

• Develop the 

appropriate use of 

historical terms; 

• Look at different 

versions of the same 

event in history and 

identify differences. 

 

• Regularly address 

and sometimes devise 

historically valid 

questions; 

• Looks carefully at a 

range of sources to 

answer questions; 

• Asks questions about 

the past, suggesting 

where we might find 

answers; 

• Choose reliable 

sources of 

information to find 

out about the past; 

• Give own reasons why 

changes may have 

occurred. 

 

• Construct informed 

responses by 

selecting and 

organising relevant 

historical 

information; 

• Presents findings 

about past in writing, 

speaking, Art/DT and 

Computing. 

• Uses dates and 

terms with increasing 

accuracy; 

• Discusses most 

appropriate method 

of presenting 

information. 
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History Impact Year 3 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Chronological understanding I can describe events from the past using dates of when they 

occurred. 

Chronological understanding I can use a timeline within a specific period of history to set out 

the order of when events may have occurred. 

Historical interpretation 

 

I can explain how historic items and artefacts can be used to 

help build up a picture of life in the past. 

Historical interpretation I can explain the links between invasion and conflict. 

Historical enquiry I can use research skills to find answers to specific historical 

questions. 

Historical enquiry I can research to find similarities and differences between two 

or more periods of history. 

History Impact Year 3 

Chronological understanding I can plot events on a timeline using centuries.  

Chronological understanding/ Historical interpretation I can explain how historic items and artefacts can be used to 

help build up a picture of life in the past and use them to develop 

my own view of the past.  

Historical interpretation I can explain how the lives of wealthy people were different to 

the lives of poorer people.  
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Historical interpretation I can explain how an event from the past has helped shape life 

today.  

Historical interpretation I can explain some of the times when Britain has been invaded. 

Historical enquiry I can provide reasons as to why critical events in history 

occurred.  

Historical interpretation I can research what it was like for children in a given period of 

history and present my findings to an audience  
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Year 5 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication  

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

Ancient Greece Railways (Local study) First World War 

Chronology, empire, timeline, BC / AD, 

locate, location, country, city, state, 

democracy, democratic, ancient, modern, 

politics, ruling, ruler. 

Land use, industrialisation, employment, 

connecting, map work, train lines, 

commuter, inventor, pioneer.  

War, emotions, tradition, propaganda, 

battles, trench, weapons, ammunition, 

defence, strategies, rations. 

 

 

In Year 5 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn Spring 1 Summer 1 

Ancient Greece 

(776BC – 146BC) 

Railways (Local study) 

(1854 – 1964) 

First World War 

(1914 – 1918) 
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Year 6 History implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of history at Belmont are: 

• Chronological understanding 

• Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and changes in the past 

• Historical interpretation 

• Historical enquiry 

• Organisation and communication  

 

Topic Specific Vocabulary 

The Tudor Dynasty Second World War 

Tudor, Yorkist, Lancastrian, dynasty, acceding, succeeding, 

medieval, execution, faith, legitimacy, succession, heresy, 

treason, heir, monarch, protestant, catholic, court, church, 

monastery. 

Adolf Hitler, Jewish, holocaust, primary source, secondary 

source, allies, Nazi Party, prejudice, Axis, gestapo, Victoria 

Cross, George Cross, blitz, evacuee, air raid shelter, Anderson 

shelter, gas mask, truce atomic bomb, annex, expeditionary 

forces, resistance, luftwaffe, evacuation, invasion, battle, 

surrender, dematerialised. 

 

 

 

 

In Year 6 History is taught in the following sequence: 

Autumn Spring  Summer 

The Tudor Dynasty 

(1485 – 1603) 

 

 

Second World War 

(1939-1945) 
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Year 5 and 6 Key Concepts and Skills 

These key concepts and knowledge will be taught and reinforced through the development of these specific skills. These skills will be built as 

children progress through school. 

Chronological 

understanding 

Knowledge and 

understanding of past 

events, people and changes 

in the past 

Historical interpretation Historical enquiry Organisation and 

communication 

• Continue to develop 

chronologically secure 

knowledge of history; 

• Order significant 

events and dates on a 

timeline; 

• Understands timeline 

can be divided into BC 

and AD (BCE and CE); 

• Discusses and 

understands how 

significant civilisations 

in time overlap each 

other. 

 

• Note connections, 

contrasts and trends 

over time; 

• Understand how 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a 

range of sources; 

• Shows knowledge and 

understanding by 

describing features of 

past societies, dynasties 

and periods. 

• Describes how past 

events/ people have 

affected life today. 

• Compare and contrast 

civilisations within the 

same or similar time 

period. 

• Establish clear 

narratives within and 

across periods 

studied; 

• Develop the 

appropriate use of 

historical terms; 

• Look at different 

versions of the same 

event in history and 

identify differences; 

• Understand that 

different versions of 

the past may exist, 

giving some reasons 

for this. 

 

• Regularly address and 

sometimes devise 

historically valid 

questions; 

• Looks carefully at a 

range of sources to 

answer questions; 

• Asks questions about 

the past, suggesting 

where we might find 

answers; 

• Choose reliable sources 

of information to find 

out about the past; 

• Give own reasons why 

changes may have 

occurred; 

• Provide reasoning and 

think critically about 

why events happened.  

 

• Construct informed 

responses by selecting 

and organising relevant 

historical information; 

• Presents findings about 

past in writing, 

speaking, art/DT and 

ICT. 

• Uses dates and terms 

with increasing 

accuracy;  

• Discusses most 

appropriate method of 

presenting information; 

• Independently study 

events and feedback 

findings to a group or 

class.  
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History Impact Year 5 

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Chronological understanding I can draw a timeline with different historical periods 

showing key historical events or the lives of significant 

people.  

Historical interpretation/Chronological understanding I can compare two or more historical periods; explaining 

things that changed and things that stayed the same.  

Historical interpretation I can explain how our locality has changed over time.  

Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and 

changes in the past/ historical interpretation 

I can analyse how historic items and artefacts can be used to 

help build up a picture of life in the past to reach informed 

conclusions. 

Knowledge and understanding of past events, people and 

changes in the past/ historical interpretation 

I can explain how past events have influenced our life today, 

and describe potential consequences had they not occurred. 

Historical interpretation/ Organisation and communication I can construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 

History Impact Year 6 

Chronological understanding I can place features of historical events and people from past 

societies and periods into a chronological framework. 

Chronological understanding I can summarise the main events from a period of history, 

explaining the order of events and what happened. 
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Historical interpretation I can summarise how past societies have had a major influence on 

the world. 

Historical interpretation I can describe a key event from the past using a range of 

evidence and sources and explain the reason for my 

interpretation. 

Historical interpretation I can describe the features of historical events and way of life 

from periods I have studied. 

Historical interpretation/Organisation and communication I can summarise how Britain may have learned from other 

countries and civilisations (historically and more recently) 

Historical enquiry I can research two versions of an event and explain how they 

differ. 


