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 • Knowledge and skills that pupils need in order to take advantage of opportunities and experiences. 

• The curriculum remains as broad as possible.  

• The curriculum reflects school’s local environment. 

• Have clear start and end goals, showing a clear progression of skills. 

• Leaders adopt or construct an ambitious curriculum designed to give all pupils the knowledge to succeed in life.  

• Teachers have a good knowledge of subjects that they teach. If they do not, they are supported to address the gaps in 

their knowledge. 

• Teacher ensure that pupils embed key concepts into their long term memory and can apply them fluently. 

• Lessons are sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught before. 

•  The work given to pupils is demanding and matches the aims of the curriculum. 

• Pupils develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and as a result achieve well. 

• Pupils are ready for the next stage of education, employment or training. 

• Pupils’ work across the curriculum is of good quality. 
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At Belmont Primary our aim is to establish consistent teaching, progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of 

phonics throughout the school. To do this we provide a language rich environment that encourages and develops oracy and 

literacy skills that are the foundation of our curriculum, starting in the Nursery Class and continuing throughout the school. The 

pupils at Belmont Primary are taught phonics following the Letters and Sounds programme which enables pupils to: 

- Recognise, say and write all phonemes within each phase 2-5 of Letters and Sounds. 

- Apply and understand spelling patterns, e.g suffixes, prefixes, that are taught through phase 6.  

- Use their phonic knowledge to blend and segment phonetically decodable words. 

- Use their phonic knowledge to read complex words and to recognise from sight ‘Tricky Words’ (High Frequency Words). 

- Read with fluency for both pleasure and to retrieve information. 

- Write clearly, accurately and coherently using phonic knowledge. 

- For pupils to apply their phonic knowledge in their reading and writing across the whole curriculum when they enter Key Stage 

2. 

-To have robust assessment procedures to regularly check progress and identify pupils in need of intervention. 

-To promote reading for pleasure with exposure to a range of texts.   
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Phonics implementation – Key Concepts 
The key concepts of Phonics at Belmont are: 
In order to implement our intent, we have a scheme of work (Letters and Sounds) that is used throughout the school to teach phonemes, tricky words 
and specific and relevant vocabulary related to phonics.   
 

• Phase 1 phonics is taught in Nursery to embed listening skills, sound identification and rhyming and rhythm awareness. There is large emphasis 
on develop speech and language skills and teaching oral blending and segmenting.  

• Daily phonic sessions in Reception and KS1 and regular small group interventions in KS1.  

• Well planned discrete phonics sessions taught using the ‘sequence of teaching’ structure as set out in the Letters and Sounds document:  
Revisit – recap on previously taught sounds.  
Teach – teach a new sound or word. 
Practise – provide opportunities to practise saying and reading the sound through games and activities for children. 
Apply – apply the new skill to read and write words, captions and sentences.  

• A school overview of which order and when to teach each phase from Letters and Sounds (see Appendix A).  

• Fast paced, multi-sensory lessons, encompassing visual, auditory and kinaesthetic activities to engage children and keep lessons fast paced and 
exciting.  

•  New phonemes are introduced and modelled using a pre-agreed action (see Appendix B) 

• Lessons will use cooperative learning techniques to ensure all children participate fully.  

• High frequency words (or tricky words) are taught as set out in Letters and Sounds.  

• Phonetic vocabulary is explicitly taught and referred to by staff and pupils within lessons, e.g. digraph, trigraph, tricky words, phonemes.  

• Ensure sounds taught are ‘pure’ and soft sounds. e.g. sss not ‘suh’ as this is central to phonics teaching and the children’s ability to blend and 
segment sounds in words. 

• Phoneme buttons are used in phonics teaching to distinguish the sounds within words and support reading.  

•  Phonics displays that include previously learnt phonemes and tricky words and display the sound being taught in each lesson. Children will be 
encouraged and taught to engage with these displays to reinforce their learning in the daily sessions and to support writing and reading across 
the curriculum. 
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• . Support staff are involved within the daily phonics sessions to support pupils in their phonics activities and to help the teacher to assess the 
pupil’s phonic abilities.  

• We track and monitor children’s progress in developing and applying their phonics knowledge. Children are tracked using Phonics Tracker 
assessments which include Year 1 pupils completing a sample phonics screening past paper each Termly. Children in Year 2, who did not pass the 
phonics screening test in Year 1 will also complete a past screening check each term. The data from these assessments is analysed and used to 
identify gaps and inform planning for interventions.  

• Phonics Subject Lead and the English Leader has access to this data for monitoring and guidance. 

• Regular interventions that are carefully planned are delivered regularly for children in Year 1 and 2 by experienced support staff.  

 

 

At Belmont Primary Phonics is taught in the following sequence: 

Phase 1  Phase 2  Phase 3  Phase 4  Phase 5  Phase 6  
Phase One activities are 
arranged under the 
following seven aspects.  
 Aspect 1: General sound 
discrimination – 
environmental sounds 
Aspect 2: General sound 
discrimination – 
instrumental sounds 
Aspect 3: General sound 
discrimination – body 
percussion  
Aspect 4: Rhythm and 
rhyme  
Aspect 5: Alliteration  
Aspect 6: Voice sounds  
Aspect 7: Oral blending 
and segmenting 

Set 1: s, a, t, p 
 Set 2: i, n, m, d  
Set 3: g, o, c, k  
Set 4: ck, e, u, r 
 Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss  
 
Tricky words: to the no 
go I into 

Set 6: j, v, w, x  
Set 7: y, z, zz, qu  
 
Consonant digraphs: ch, 
sh, th, ng  
 
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, 
igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, 
oi, ear, air, ure, er 
Tricky words: he, she, we, 
me, be, was, you, they, 
all, are, my, her 

Consolidation of previous 
learning and practising 
adjacent consonants. e.g. 
pram, stamp, scram, 
splash 
Tricky words: said, have, 
like, so, do, some, come, 
were, there, little, one, 
when, out, what 

New graphemes: ay, ou, 
ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, 
ph, ew, oe, au, a_e, e_e, 
i_e, o_e, u_e.  
 
Teach alternative 
pronunciations of 
graphemes for reading. 
 
Teach alternative 
spellings of phonemes for 
spelling. 
 
Tricky words: said, so, 
have, like, some, come, 
were, there, oh, their, 
people, Mr, Mrs, looked, 
called, asked 

During this phase, 
children become fluent 
readers and 
increasingly accurate 
spellers. 
 
To reinforce 
understanding and 
application of the rules 
for adding -ing, -ed, -
er, -est, -ful, -ly and –y 
and plurals.  
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Phase Specific Vocabulary 

Phase 2 Phase 3  Phase 4  Phase 5 Phase 6 

Phoneme 

Vowel 

Segment 

Blend 

grapheme 

digraph  

trigraph 

segment 

blend 

phoneme 

grapheme 

tricky words 

Consonant blend 

Consonant clusters 

CVCC  

CCVC 

Tricky words 

Split digraph 

Polysyllabic 

Alternative 

pronunciations 

 

Suffix 

Prefix 

Plural 

Spelling pattern 

polysyllabic 
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Phonic Impact Phase 1 and 2.  

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Distinguish between speech sounds and be able to blend and 

segment words orally. 

I can blend CVC  words for reading 

Distinguish between speech sounds and be able to blend and 

segment words orally. 

I can segment CVC  words for spelling.  

Practising blending for reading and segmenting for spelling. I am continuing to read one syllable words.  

Practising blending for reading and segmenting for spelling. I am beginning to spell one syllable words.  

Be introduced to reading two-syllable words and simple captions. I can read sentences containing CVC words. 

Read some high-frequency ‘tricky’ words: the, to, go, no. I can read the phase 2 tricky words.  
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Phonic Impact Phase 3 and 4.  

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Practise CVC blending and segmentation. I can blend CVCC  and CCVC words for reading 

Practise CVC blending and segmentation. I can segment CVCC and CCVC words for spelling.  

Apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to reading 

simple two-syllable words and captions. 

I am continuing to read two syllable words.  

Apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to spelling 

simple two-syllable words. 

I am beginning to spell two syllable words.  

Apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to reading and 

spelling simple captions. 

I can read sentences containing CVC CVCC and CCVC words. 

Apply their knowledge of blending and segmenting to reading and 

spelling simple captions. 

I can write sentences containing CVC CVCC and CCVC words. 

They will know letter names and be able to read and spell some 

tricky words.  

I can read the phase 4 tricky words.  

They will know letter names and be able to read and spell some 

tricky words.  

I can spell the phase 4 tricky words.  

 

 

Phonic Impact Phase 5 and 6  

Key Concept Meeting Expectation 

Learn new graphemes.  I am beginning to understand the split digraph rules for a_e, e_e, 

i_e, o_e, u_e 
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Learn new graphemes and alternative pronunciations for these 

and graphemes they already know, where relevant. 

I can recognise that alternative pronunciations of some 

graphemes in some words need to be tried to find the correct 

one (milk, find, wild, skin, kind etc). 

Become quicker at recognising graphemes of more than one letter 

in words and at blending the phonemes they represent 

I can say the correct phoneme for grapheme straight away.  

Read and spell words containing adjacent consonants and some 

polysyllabic words. 

I can recognise Phase 2 and Phase 3 graphemes in words without 

needing to read them as individual letters. 

Teach reading the words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked,    

called, asked. 

I can read the Phase 5 tricky words. 

Teach spelling the words said, so, have, like, some, come, were,    

there.  

I can spell the Phase 5 tricky words.  

To reinforce understanding and application of the -ed suffix for 

the past tense 

I can understand and apply the ed suffix for past tense. 

To categorise words according to their spelling pattern including 

the rules for adding -ing 

I can understand the rules for adding ing for plurals.  

 


