
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

19th September 2025 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
What I would call a fairly ‘steady’ week here at Belmont with obviously everything in full swing. 
 

Class Dojo 
Looking through the different classes, it seems that this is really getting up and running with posts in 
both directions. Hopefully you are managing to navigate your way through the change of platform and, 
moreover, finding it useful. 
It has been noted that, understandably, some are using it to report absences. Sadly this will not work 
as the office staff do not access the platform and the message will not get through. With that in mind, 
our absence reporting procedures remain the same, those being to either email or phone the school 
as early as possible to provide this information. Many thanks for your support on this one. 
 

Teeth! 
It was fabulous to receive a visit from the Roseberry Dental Practice Team earlier this week to speak 
with children about the importance of dental hygiene. All classes from Reception to Year Six received 
this input, something which we all know is of great importance! Many thanks to the team for giving 
their time to come and visit. 
 

Cross Country 
Redcar Racecourse was the setting for the next round of the School Cross Country Championships 
yesterday. Fortunately the weather held out for our Belmont qualifiers from last week and everybody 
put in notable performances. We have had seven qualifiers for the NEXT round who are: 
Heidi in Y3 (who came second!!!) 
Ella Rose in Y3 
Zach in Y5 
Jacob in Y5 
Zara in Y5 
Harvey in Year 5 
Sadie in Y6 (who came first!). 
Well done to those and for all who competed. 
 
Next week, the focus turns to rugby…. We will let you know how it goes! 
 

Mrs Chipchase 
I am delighted to let you know that, during the summer holidays, Mrs Chipchase welcomed young 
Arabella Chipchase into the world! I know you will be joining me (US!!) in congratulating her and Mr 
Chipchase on this fabulous news. All are well! 
 

Parking 
You will have received my communication earlier in the week sharing the concerns held by both 
ourselves and the local residents in relation to the issues of parking around the school. Firstly, to be 
clear, we fully empathise with the problems (which we know has been ongoing for as long as I 
have been in the school) but they do seem to be escalating. For me, there are specific areas of 
concern which I feel important to share in order to allow you to appreciate the frustrations: 

 The ‘lay-by’ always, in the past, was always left empty (as the law dictates ‘zig zag lines’ 
should be). These lines (as those of us who have passed our driving test will know) indicate a 
no-stopping area, to ensure visibility and safety for children and other road users. 
Unfortunately, they are now being used as a parking spot which can cause issues for the 
safety of our children. 
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 The single yellow lines are slightly different in so far as they do not allow parking (during the 
times stated clearly on the signage installed along the road) but do allow dropping off. My 
problem with this is that almost every day whilst I am standing at the gate, children get out of 
the car and attempt to cross. The problem is, the very car they arrived in becomes an 
obstruction and instead of getting out to assist the child in crossing the road, the driver of the 
vehicle often sits and waits. Probably in the expectation that I will then provide assistance 
(which, of course, I do despite not being legally authorised to do so. I think I would probably 
sooner be prosecuted than see a child injured by being struck by a car). Also, many do not 
simply ‘drop off’; they park….. 

 Parking across the driveways of our (actually very tolerant!) local residents and then, should 
the homeowners feel the need to point out this thoughtlessness, having the audacity and 
impudence to verbally abuse them, sometimes within earshot of the children in their care! 
Unreal! 

 People KNOW these regulations! And I know this because when our parking patrol wardens 
are in the area, people do not park on the restricted areas! I liken it to how children will follow 
the rules when we are watching, but the minute our backs are turned…. Well, you know what 
I am alluding to! 
 

Yes, it is frustrating for every single one of us. But my overriding concern is that I genuinely fear for 
the safety of the children, especially at this time of year where the light is diminishing at the end of the 
day which impairs visibility; rain is more prevalent which inevitably leads to people rushing, perhaps 
showing less regard to crossing the road as they normally would (often with heads down / hoods up) 
and, finally, wet roads equal longer stopping distances. I am hoping that by providing explanations for 
the communications shows that we are not simply trying to ‘make life difficult’ and, knowing our terrific 
school community, I do not believe any of you would actually think this to be the case.  
 

And Finally…. 
It doesn’t look good for the Stokesley Show tomorrow (but I shall brave it in the afternoon fully 

equipped with waterproofs and galoshes!).  
 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 
 

 
Yours Sincerely 

C. Gibson 

Mr C Gibson  


