
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
10th October 2025 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
There has been a huge amount going on this week, both in and out of school, as we slowly move 
towards the last couple of weeks of the first half term. 
 

Parking 
I am aware that this is a continual plea but I refuse to give in, especially when the safety of people, 
especially children, is being compromised. OK, I get the fact that around every school in the country, 
parking is an issue. However, those schools are not directly my concern. Belmont, however, is and I 
am rather hoping that it is yours too. Congestion at the start and end of the school day is horrific and 
how we have avoided any ‘accidents’ over the years really is nothing short of miraculous. It was 
curious earlier on in the week when the ‘lay-by’ was clear of vehicles during the presence of a police 
car. Coincidence? I am thinking possibly not. The issues are greatly exacerbated when it rains and I 
love it when people who look to park ACROSS THE ENTRANCE TO THE SCHOOL (yup, you read 
that right!) inform me of the prevailing weather conditions. I do have to point out that this impromptu 
weather report is unnecessary as I will have been standing in said conditions for around ten minutes 
by that point. I get wet. Then, I dry out. 
As mentioned before, yellow zig-zag lines mean no parking at any time during the periods mentioned 
on the signage (which is clear for all to see). The single yellow lines also mean no waiting. This would 
suggest that dropping off is permissible. However, to clarify, I would like to share the following: 
 
Zig-Zag Yellow Lines 
Prohibition of Stopping: Yellow zig-zags mean you cannot wait, stop, or park in that area.  
Safety Zones: They are used to keep areas around schools and emergency service entrances clear to 
safeguard pedestrians, particularly children.  
Visibility: The markings help ensure that children crossing the road have a clear view of oncoming 
traffic and that drivers have a clear view of the entrance.  
Associated Signs: Yellow zig-zags often come with an upright sign showing the specific times when 
the restrictions are in force 
 
If this does not, in itself, make one consider consequences, then perhaps the following might be worth 
noting: 
 
Penalty: Parking on yellow zig-zag lines can result in a £100 fine and three penalty points on 
your driving licence. 
 
Single Yellow Lines 
Meaning: You cannot park during the restricted hours, which are usually indicated by nearby signs or 
a Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ).  
Exceptions: You can often stop to drop off or pick up passengers, even during restricted hours, as 
long as you are not causing an obstruction. You can also often load or unload your vehicle for a short 
period.  
Purpose: To manage parking in areas with a high demand, such as busy streets, near junctions, or in 
residential areas with limited parking 
 
A penalty charge notice can be issued by a local authority for those who park illegally on these 
lines. 
 

OK, enough there I think. Let’s focus on the children, shall we? 
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Reverend Alison’s Retirement / Celebration of Ministry 
On Monday, our choir were invited to participate in the above event, celebrating the work of Reverend 
Alison at St Nicholas’ Church. Although, sadly, I was unable to attend, Mrs Brown and Mrs Fawkes 
accompanied our choir to participate in the celebration and not only did they report it was a most 
wonderful occasion but also, how fabulous our children were. I also received this message from 
Claire, one of the church wardens: 
 
I have had such positive feedback from people who attended the service, as to the impeccable 
behaviour of the children, who had to sit for quite long stretches on the staging, and then their 
wonderful singing!  They really did sing with evident enthusiasm! You can be justifiably proud 
of them all. 
 
And we most certainly are! 
 

Key Stage Two Harvest Service 
All of our children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 attended the service on Tuesday at St Nicholas’ and it was 
fabulous to see so many members of our wider school community (family, friends etc) come along to 
share this with us. As always, it was a wonderful service to have been part of and massive well done 
to all those who provided readings as that really does take some courage! Just another little quote 
sent through by one of our wider school community who was in attendance yesterday: 
 
I was very honoured to attend your school Harvest Festival performance this afternoon at St 
Nicholas Church. As always, the children conducted themselves perfectly. The joy and pride 
from them all is clear for everyone to see and it makes it such a special experience for those 
who attend. 
I always feel very emotional listening to the young readers and singers. 
 
Please pass on my thanks to all your staff for making school life at Belmont such a positive 
experience for the children. 
 
Many thanks for that feedback and this has been shared with ALL staff and, subsequently, the 
children too. It means a lot. 
 

Key Stage One Harvest 
As communicated to parents and carers in Key Stage One, these assemblies will be held next 
Thursday afternoon and Friday morning. We would like to invite you to donate items which will be 
distributed to members of our local community via The Bridge who carry out such a vitally important 
role across the town. As mentioned, items in particular demand are: 
 
tinned vegetables peas, carrots, sweetcorn, tinned tomatoes 
tinned pulses e.g. kidney beans / chick peas,  
tinned fruits, tinned rice pudding, jelly cubes 
tinned spaghetti hoops (we tend to get given soups and beans) 
sandwich paste jars, jams, stir in cooking sauces 
tea, coffee, hot chocolate, squash, long life milk 
digestive biscuits 
rice - packets, or 500g/ 1kg bags 
 
breakfast cereals 
tinned meals - chicken casserole/ chilli con carne.  (More pricey but very useful) 
 
REMEMBER, FRIDAY 17TH OCTOBER WILL BE A NON-UNIFORM DAY: FOR THE ‘PRICE’ OF A 
DONATION (AT ANY TIME DURING THE WEEK), THE CHILDREN CAN ATTEND SCHOOL ON 
FRIDAY 17TH WEARING (APPROPRIATE!) NON UNIFORM! 
 

Cross Country 
Congratulations to the seven KS2 pupils who qualified to represent Cleveland in the Tees Valley 
Cross Country Finals on Wednesday 8th October. Their determination and resilience in running such 
a long distance, while competing against up to 80 children in their age group, was truly impressive. 
Great work! 
 
 
 



Parent / Teacher Meetings (Parent’s Evening!) 
The meetings for this term will be from 3.30 on Monday 20th and Wednesday 22nd October. The 
instructions for booking your appointment will be shared early next week for you to choose your time. 
If you need to speak with more than one member of staff, remember to ensure you allow for time to 
get between the meetings, especially if they are in different buildings! 
 

And Finally…. 
It would appear that we are looking forward to a weekend with sunshine and little breeze! Magnificent!  

Have a good one! 
 

Yours Sincerely 

C. Gibson 

Mr C Gibson  


