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Headteacher: Mr. C. Gibson

24 October 2025

Dear Parents / Carers,

Following a long eight week half term, we have managed to reach the week long break. Well
deserved by everybody | would suggest.

Harvest Collection
Earlier this week, representatives from The Bridge came to collect the items kindly donated by you all
(and it took four car-loads to complete the task!). As you will see in a letter sent by them, you raised in
excess of one thousand items proving, yet again, what a magnificent school community we have.
Having also had a conversation with them, we will be looking to support The Bridge once again
around February time as their stocks inevitably start to deplete.

Parking
This is becoming a bit like the weekly ‘weather report’ as a standing newsletter item... During the

times of 8.25 — 8.50 and 2.55 — 3.20, it's fabulous to see the lay-by empty (other than some chap in a
bright yellow jacket standing there!). Many thanks for your support in this. The only downside to
standing in the lay-by is that | no longer get to see everybody who comes in through the bottom gate!
Feel free to pop up (or down if you enter through the top gate!) to say hello! It gets dreadfully
lonely......... nmm

Parent / Teacher Meetings (Parent’s Evening!)
It was fabulous seeing so many of you coming into school to attend the meetings with the class
teacher/s of your child (or children!). We always find these brief discussions really useful and hope
that you do also. Our next one will be held prior to the Easter break but remember, if you ever need to
raise any issues, concerns or queries, you can always get in touch to arrange a phone call or
meeting.

Year Six Girls’ Rugby Success!
On Tuesday 21st October, some of our talented Year 6 girls represented Cleveland in the T1 Rugby
Tees Valley Finals at The Sports Village in Middlesbrough. Competing against strong teams from
Middlesbrough, Stockton, Darlington, Hartlepool, and Redcar & Eston, the girls played brilliantly and
finished an impressive 7th overall. They demonstrated fantastic teamwork, communication, and
sportsmanship throughout the tournament, and should be extremely proud of their achievement!

WhatsApp Groups
| don’t know about you, but | have lost count of the number of various groups | have been added to
(or, dare | say, set up!) in the past few years. As much as they can be a pain at times, | know that,
ultimately, they are pretty useful! Like pretty much all schools | know, | am aware that a number of
groups exist among parents and carers, usually as class or year groups. They are enormously handy,
especially for reminders and suchlike. Often, | have been informed about ‘chats’ which relate to issues
children have reported happened at school and, sometimes, this can cause some anxiety or
consternation within the group. This can also lead to misconceptions arising thus heightening possible
worries. In school, as with anywhere else, things can occasionally go awry. However, it is also worth
bearing in mind that a child’s perception of what they see or hear is not always an accurate reflection
of what actually happened and there have been several times where, upon investigation of such
reports shared with us, all was certainly not as it was reported! PLEASE, if you have concerns about
something which has been reported as happening in school, contact us in order that we can look into
it for you. We do not want anybody to feel unnecessarily anxious or concerned about something that
has been shared. If it is a genuine issue, we can always resolve it. If it is a misunderstanding, we can
always explain it. To try and support in the sharing of concerns, | am looking at developing the ‘parent
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/ carer forum’ whereby we can have a representative per class / year group who can meet as a group

each half term to discuss these along with other thoughts, ideas and suggestions. | will get back to
you after half term about this.

Poppies
After the half term break, we will be selling items in aid of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.
There will be various items, each with a suggested donation as has been the case in previous years:
Poppies: No suggested minimum donation
Reflectors: 50p
‘Snap bands’: £1.50
Ribbon wristbands: £1.00.

And Finally....
As mentioned, it has been a long half term but, as always, | am immensely proud of the effort and

commitment shown by the children in all that they do here in school. Something which perfectly
exemplifies that always emanates when | am showing around visitors to the school. Without fail,
comment is always passed as we go into classrooms about how calm, polite and hardworking our
children are and | can honestly say that | cannot remember a time where this has not been the case.
May | also thank all of you for your support and communications and, of course, the staff who
continue to work tirelessly. | hope that each and every one of you manages to enjoy a break of some
description as we get ready for the next leg which will lead us up to Chr.... Actually, let’s hold that
thought for now!

Have a good one!

Yours Sincerely
C. Gibsow
Mr C Gibson



